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CHAPTER Ii.
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ting, guns,

howltstrs, mitrailleuses and IJ000Ocartridges, o.« the 12th it estsbli.'he
ttsell on the north edge ., ,|,,. Mon
tagne de-Reime, In contad with ou
centre, which, for its ,..ir,. ,,,,,, ,,,.,
rare-ad the enemy te retreat In

\itnin «>t 1ère Chnmpcnuv
Our centre consisted of s en arm

ed on August 29 and of one o
those whuh at the beginning of th

''.*',: ¦¦¦¦¦¦.'. ed in BelgiaiLuxemburg. 1 he .rat had retreated oi
Angust 28 to September E from th,
» e to the north ol the Minne an,

occupied the g< neral front at Sesanne
.Miiilly. The second, more to the east
had drawn back to the south of the lin«
of llumbaui lie-Chateau BeauchampBignicourl Blesmea Maurupt le IMontoyhe en« my. in \ ien of nia right be
me arreste.l and the defeat of his en

ing movement, made a deeperati
fth to the 10ih to pierc«

our centre to the west and to the eas
ol Fere Champeaui On the Bth hi

led In forcing back
our new army, which retired as far at
Gouragancon On the 9th, at 0 o'clocl
in the morning, there was a furthei
retient to the south of that village

in the left the other army corpi
also had to ::o hack to the line oi Alle
mant-Connantre.

treat, the general com

mending the army ordered s general
sive for the sanie day. With the

Morocco division, whose behavior wa*
'. he met a furious SSSaolt "f thl

Germans on his ¡eft toward the marshes
of st. Gond. Then with the division
which had just victoriously overcome

racks of the enemy to the north
and with the who.«'

rmy corps he mane a flanking at¬
tack in the evening of the '.'th upon
the German forces, und notably the
Guard, which had throi«:-. back his right
army corps. The enemy, take.1 bl --ar

prise by this hold manoeuvre, did not
resist «nil beat a h:i«'y retreat
On the llih we croesed the Mame

o ji - SU1 Mil r.i am; Sarry,
driving the Germans in front of ui m

.. r. On the 12th we we: .. m
' with t h, i i.emy to the north

of the Camp de Chalona Our other

arm} of the centre, acting on the right
one just referred to, Ik

entrusted with the miasion dur.-
îth ai-.d 9th of disengaging its

neighbor, ami it was onl) on the 10th
being reinforced by an army

corps from the east, it was able to
-,\ ely felt. On

the 11th tl Germai red Rut,

i xpenditure
of projectir- itrong intrench-

On the 12th the result had
none the les 'neen attained, und our
two centre armies were solidly estab-

on the ground gained.
Operations of the French Ri_ht.

To the right of these two
were :. 11 othei h« y h..d order¬
te comr themselvei t,> the north and
;.> di boueh the s est, on the
ilank a

t!ie wet of 'he Argonne; hut
.i wide interval in which the Germane

-n from our

rentre. The attack took place, never¬

theless, with very brilliant ncc«
our artillery, which destroyed eleven
battei 16th German Army
Corns.

tin the !"¦ '¦..'h
German Army orps count

,i On the lltl
h new suce

and on the 12th
towardi the north in ex]

on of the near and inevitable retreat
of the enemy, which in fact to. I

he 13th.
Irawal of the mai of the

German force involved also that of the
rom the 12th onwards the forces

of the enemy operating between Nancy
and the Vo ' ' ated in ¡i hui ry

armies of the east,
npied the posi-

thal the enemy had evacuated.
of our right nan

ed and con lolidated in the
.i..1, tin result secured by our

nd our centre.
Such was this se1, on days' battle, m

which more than 2,000,001» of me

engaged. Each army Rained ground
t« p, opening the road to its

neighbor, supported at once by it, tak- i

flank the adversary which the
front,

.,!' ot.' articulating closeiy
unity

,,,! animating 'he

.|,, . ctory ail its meaning j
. , .n ,i add thi't it wa

gained who foi two weeks
ng, and who when the

tensive was given were

found to he as ardent as on the
day. It 1 as also to be said that these

had to meet the whole German
and that trorn the ¦

forward they never again fell
!'i der then- pressfare the Ger-

mnn retient at certain times had the
anee of a rout.

In spite of the fatigue of our men,,
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in spue of the powei ef th* Germsi
heavj artillery, we look color«, guns

relis, more than 1,000,
o(|o cartridges and thousands of prison
ers. \ Germen corps lost slmost th
. ioIs of it« artillery, which, from m

formation brought by our aniñen, wa

d by our gum

CHAPTER 111.
CSN'KRAL i HARACTUI Of ACTION

I early a September H the com
mander m chief hnd directed our Iff
army to have as important forcea ai

possible on the right hank of the Olee
"n September 17 he made that Inetruc
tion more precise b¡ ordering "a mast
to he eonetituted on th.- left wing el
our disposition, capable <>f coping wltl
tlie outflanking movement of the en
my

" Everything led us to expeci
that flanking movement, for the Gar
mans are lacking in invention. Indeed
their effort at that time tended te a i <.

newal of their manoeuvres of \ugust
In this parallel race the opponents wen
hound in the end to be stopped only by
tin- sen. That is what happened about
October 20.
The Germans had an advantage ovai

us, which is obvious from S glance at
thi map the concentric form of theii
front, which shortened the length ol
their transports. In spite of this ini

if« ioi itj we arrived In time
Prom the middle of September to the
lust week in October lighting went or

continually 10 the north of the (,¡se
but all the time we were tightin.- w«
were slipping northward. On the Ger¬
man snle this movement brought into
line more than eighteen new army corp.-
twelve active army corps and six re
serve emps and four cavalry corp«
<*n our side it. ended in the constitu¬
tion of three iresh armies on our left
Mid in the transport into the same dis¬
trict of the British army and the Bel-
gian army from Antwerp.

1 or the conception and realiiation
of this fresh and extended disposition
the French command, in the first place,
1 ad to reduce to a minimum the needs
:,i effectives of our armies to the east
of the Oise and afterward to Utilise to
the utmost our means of transport. It

'lied m this, and wh« n at the en,'.
of October the htvtle of Flanders
opened, when the Germane, having com-
I leted the concentration of their
attempted with fierce energy to turn or
to pierce ou: left, they tlung ihein-
selves upon a resistance which in-

fllcted upon thim a complete defeat.
Development of First Army.

The movement began on our side
only with the resources of tue army
Which hail held 'he left of our front
during the '»attic of the Marne, rctn-

forced on September 15 by one aimy
corps.

rhis reinforcement, not being suf-
flcient to hold the enemy's offensive
(district of Vaudelincourt-Mouehy-
Hau... a fresh army was trau ported
mor«.' to the left, with the task "of act¬
ing against the German right wing in

order to disengage it- neighbor . .

while preserving a flanking direction
march m relation to the fresh

units that the enemy might be able to
put into line."
To lover tile detrainments of this

fresh arm) in the district of ( lermont-
Beauvais-Boix, a cavalry corps and four

oi ¡al dii .- ions .. "te ordered to
establish themeelvei on ooth banks of
-.i.e Somme, in the wooded hills, how¬
ever, which extend between the Oise
und Lassigl 5 the enemy displayed in-
II easing activity. Neverthel« »s, -,|.e or¬

der still further to broaden tin- move¬
ment toward 'he left was maintained,
while the territorial divisions were to
move toward BethUno ami Aubigny.
'I he march to th«' sea went on.

Prom the .Mst to the 26th all our
l'en engaged in the district of

Lassigny-Roye-Peronne, with alterna-
"..^ of reserve and success. It was

the tirst act of the great struggle which
¡vas to spread as it went on. On the
26th the whole or the Oth German army
was deployed against us, We retained
all our positions, hut we could do no
more. Consequently, there wa >tiii
the risk that the enemy, by means of
1. fresh afflux of forces, might succeed
-.:i turning us.
Once more reinforcements, two army

corps, wet" directed, no lot ger on

Beauvals, but toward Amiens. The
front vas then to extend. A fresh
army was constituted more to the
north.

Deploy nient of a Second Arm«.
1- rom September 30 onward we could

Dot but observe that the enemy, a!
ready strongly posted on tin- plateau of
Thiepva!, vas continually slipping his
loi ces from south to north and everyw¬
here confronting 111 with remarkable

energy.
Accordingly, on October 1 two cav-

a'.r. corps wen directed to make a leap
forward, and, operating on both ban*-
oi th'- Scarpe, to put themselves in

touch »i it h the garrison of Dunkirk,
which on it.- side had pusned forward

as Douai. But on October 2 and
:; tic hulk of our fresh army was very
strung!»- attacked in the district of
Arras and Lens. Confronting it were
two corps of cavalry, the Guards, four
active army corps am! two reserve
orp A fresh French army corps was

immediately transported and detrained
III the Fill»» district.

Hut once mo. j th« attacks became
pressing, and on October 4 it was a

,,¡1 whether, in view of the
enemy's activity both west of the «lise
and lOnth of the Somme, and also fur¬
ther to the north, a retreat would not
have to be made, General Joffrc reso¬

lutely put this hypothesis aside and
ordered the otfensive to be resumed
with the reinforcement.-« that had ar¬

rived. It was. however, clear that, de¬
spite the efforts of all, our front, ex¬

tended to the sea as ,t was by a mere

ribbon of troops, did not yet possess
olidity to enable it to resist with

complete safety a German attack, the
violence of which could weil be fore¬
seen.

In the Arras district the position
was fairly good. But between the Oise
an 1 Arras we were holding 01..

only With difficulty. Finally, to the
north, on the Lille-Fstaires-Merviiie-
llai-ebrouck-Casr-el front, our cavalry
and our territorials had their ork cut
ou*, against eight divisions of German
cavalry, with very strong infantry sup¬
ports. It was at this moment that the
transport of the British army to the
northern theatre of operations began.

Trannport of the British Arim.
Field Marsha' Krench had as early

as the en.' of September, e\pre«s»"l the
wish to see l.rs army resume its initial
place on the left of the allied armies.
He explained tins wish on the g oui.,i
of the greatei facility of which his
Communications would have the advan-
tags m this new position and also of

impending arrival of two divisions
of infantry Horn home and of two m-

fan ry divisions and a cavalry division
from India, which would be able to de¬
ploy more easily on that terrain. In
spite of the difficulties which such a

removal involved, owing to the inten-
sive use of '.he railways by our own

units, General Joffre decided at the be-
ginning of October to meet the mar¬

shal's wishes mid to have the British
army removed iron, the Aisne

It was clearly specified .at on the
northern terrain the British army
r-hould co-operate to the same end as

ourselves the stopping of the German
right. In othir terms, the British army
was to prolong the front of the general
disposition without a break, tacking
is soon »- possible and at the same

time seeking touch with the Belgian
army.

iiut the detraining took longer than
had «been expected, and tt was no-

sible to a'.lack the G rmana dur ng th«
time when they had only cavalry in j

the Lille district sad farther to the
ii.ii I«

lin'ii' remained the Belgian nrmj
on leaving Antwerp ««u Oetober I the
Helrrinn army, which was eovewd by
B,Mtf British bluejackets and SMns
French bluejackets, at H«rst Intended t«,

retire h" fnr ss i«« the north of Calais,
luit afterward determined te make n
..thT.il in Belgian territory. Unfortu¬
nately, «in» condition of 'ho Belgian
troops, exhausted i«> s straggle of mon
tlmn three months, «li«l not allow any
Immediate hopes to be based upon
them. This !4ituntioti weighed on em
|ilunr4 ami «l«»l«y«*(l thrir «*\«Tiition.
On Oetober 14 we reached the front

of Vpi-«..4 \||,«siri«.s -N'ruvi» Eglise Mel
ville-Lestrem - Riehebourg -.Sain! \
On the lit* wo niiui«' pragresa to the
east of Tpreo. On the i-*th oar cav¬

alry even reached Rouler«- and Corte
mark Huf it was now evident tlint. in

view of the continual reinforcing of
the German right, our left was not
eapablc of maintaining the advantages
obtained «luring the previous few days.

«« uttHin our en«! iiml make mir front.
Inviolable a fresh effort vvnn necessary
That effort was immediately made by
th«- dispatch to the north of the Lys
of considerable French forre.»«, which
formeil the French Hrmy of Belgium.

French Army of \i< Igium
The French srmy of Belgium eon«

si«(..«i, to begin with, ot' two territorial
divisions, four divisions of cavalry an«!
a naval brigade. Directly after Its eon«
stitution it was strengthened by ele¬
ments from otlier points on the front.
whose arrival extended from October
27 to November li. These reinforce
merits were equivalent altogether in
value to live army corps, a division of
cavalry, a territorial division and six¬
teen regiments of cavalry, plus sixty
pieces of heavy artillen.
Thus was completed the strategic

man.uvre defined by the instruction«
of the general m chief on September
II and developed during the (pe f'il
lowing weeks with trie nmpleness are
liavi- just seen. The movements of
troops carried out during this period
were methodically combined with the
pursuit of operations, both defensive
.H«! offensive, from the Oise to the
North Sea
On October :'-.' our left, bounded sis

we« ks earlier by the Noyon «listrict,
reste«! on Nieuport, thanks to the SUC-
COS Ive deployment of five fresh armies

ihr«.«. Fronet* armies, the British
army and the Belgian arm*
Thus the co-ordination decided upon

by th" general in cln«.f attained its end.
The harrier was established. It re-
mained to mnintnin it again.'t the
enemy's offensive. That was thf» ob-
j«'ct and the result of the hattl" of
Flanders, October 'J'J to Novembei 1"«

CHAPTER IV.
STRATEGY OF THF CBJUÍAN8 \M>

ITS OBSTRUCTION.
The Cerman attack in the two Plan«

di -.»as conducted strategical!;
tHctirally with remarkable energy. The
complete and indisputable defeat in
which it result«.«i is therefore sigiiiti-
rant.

Th«? forces of which the enemj
po«e«| for this on, ration between the
sea and the Lys comprised:

it) The entii" fourth army, com-
mandr'ii by the I'uke of Wurtemberg,

ting of one naval divisio
division of Fr-a'..- Reserve men who
had received no training before the
war which aras liberated by the fall
.. Antwerp; the 22d, 23d, 26th and -¡Tin

- Corps, and the 18th Division,
belonging to the 24th Re erve Corps.

|2 A portion of snother army under
General von Fabeck, consi ting of the
16th Corps, two Bavarian corpa and
three unspecified divii

11 Part of the lixth army, under the
command of the Crown Pi. Be
..arm. This anAy, mine than a 'hird
of whieh took part in the inttie ot
Flanders, comprised the 19th Krm\
Corps, portions of the 18th Corpa an.l
'!.«¦ la»tri Reserve Corps, tire 7th and
14:h Corps, the 1st Bavarian Reserve
Corps, the linar,!« and 1th Army Corp

4) Pour higl ly mobile cavalry corps
prepared and .ted tl acl
the troops enumerated above. Every¬
thing possible had been done to fortify
the moral«» ot' the troops. At the
beginning of October the frown Prince
of Bavaria in a proclamation had ex¬
horted in- soldiers "to make the d«>-
eieive effort against 'he French 1« ft
»vi'ip." and "to settle thus the fate of
the grr-at battle which has la-'..
'«'. t-rk- ."
On Octobi 28 Prince Rupprechl of

Bavaria declared in an army order that
his troot's " sd ist been fighting un¬
der very dlfl cull .¦ dil oi and he
rdded: "it is our i.-.i.-.rn -.-, now
let the struggle with our most «!.
« nemy drag on longer Th«
«.isive blow is still to be struck." <>n
October SO General von Deimling, com

mending the 15th Arm..- Corps in
ing to General von Fabeck's commun,11,

an order di elai ing that "the
ibrual against Vpres will be of decisive
importance." It should be noted also
that the Emperor proceedei
to Thielt and Courtrai to e».alT In. nil
¦ircsc-nce the ardor of his troops. Final
a**, at the close of October the enure
German pre-»- incessantly proclaimed
the importance of the "battle ol Cs
inis."

It. is superfluous to add that events
n Poland expla'n in large measure the
laaaionate resolve of the (ierman Gen¬
eral Staff t.i obtain h decision on the
\»esterr theatre of operations at all
4ost.u. This decision would be obtained
«f our left «rere pierc«1«) or driven in.
To rench Calais, that is, to break our
left: to carry Ypres, that is. to cut it in
half; through both points to menace
the communications and supplies of the
British expeditionary corps, perhaps
even to threaten Britain in lier island
«ucli was the German pian in the battle
of Flanders. It was a plan that could
not be executed.
< h**ck of the i.« im <ii Attack Along the

(oast.
The enemy, who bad at his dispo«al

p considerable quantitj of heavj
tillen*, directed his efforts a!
upon the Co;., t .nd the country to the
r.orth of Dixmude. His objective was

manifestly the capture <«f Dunkirk,
then of Calai.- and Boulogne, and th
objective lie pur*u«**d until November ¡.
On Octobei 29 the Belg an s

the railway line from Nieuport to D
mnde rere igl hened by ;.

division Dixmude wa» occupied bj
our mariai fusiliers marin« Dur¬
ing the subsequent dayi our forces
along 'he railway developed S fflagniti-
cent res stance against an enemy i.u
perler in numbei and backed bj beavj
arti'ler*.. On ',<¦ 29th the Inunda
.ion« effected between the canal ami
the railway lino aproad along our fron'
>n th»* :»oth era recaptured Ramseapelle

.h«, only po'nt on the railway which
the Belgian! ¡rmi lost,
On November I and 2 the enemy

bombarded Furnes, but b« :¦

sign« of wearinesa 'in the -'«l i.e
e-.ucu.'.ted the ground between the
Yser hr «I thi railway, abandoning can¬

non. «Ich'1 sn«i wounded. On the :;d our

troop« u t re able to re-enter 'he Dis
mude district. Th» -ucees« achieved
by the enemy lit I»ixmu«ie at This
juncture wai without fruit. They sir

ci edi ri in taking the town. The-, could
rot «letouch fiom it.
The coastal attack had thus proved

a total failure. Since then it ha«
never been renewed. The battle of
I'alais. so noisily snnoum
German pre---, amounted to a decided
reverse for the Germai

(ierman Defeat at Vpres.
The enemy ha« no«* begun an attack

more important than its predecessor, ir

vu' v of the numbers engage.1 in it
This attack was intended as a renewal
to the south «.:' the effort which had
j..i«i been north. i:>-

suad of turning our Bank on the coast,

It was row Sought to drive in the rig
of our northern army under the she
.»f powiifui masses. This was t
battis of Vpres.

In order to understand thia lot
desperate ami fun.mm bettle we mi
bars back s fen days m point of tin
At the moment when our i-aval

sehed R< nil uni orteasarh .

tobe I IS) our territorial divisions fr«
Dunkirk, under General Hid"
cupied and organl tel '.ve poi
Iron at Vpril| It rvin ;i point d'app
enabling m to prepare ami sMlnta
our cnnnertions with the Belgian srn
From October t3 two llntish a

Prench army corpe were in occupât!
of this poiiiio.i, which was to be t

base of their forward march m the <

rection ef Routers Henin. The dels
already explained and the strength
the forces brought up by the enei
soon brought fu a standstill our pre
ress along the line of PoelCSpelU I'.,

e /ai.di urde G hi u vel* but
spite of the stoppage here, Vpres w

solidly covered, end the connection!
all the allied force' .'.ere established.

Against the line thus formed I
German attack was hurled from «let
her -~i t.» November IS, t.» the nort

and the SOUth of Yprcs. Fro
October 2i en the attacks were r

newed daily with extraordinary vi
lence, obliging ui to employ our rei
forcements at the most threaten,
points as soon as they crime up. Thi;
oil October öl, We Wele ohiiged to |f|
supports to the I'.r tish cavalry, then
the two British corps between whi«
.he eavalry formed the eonnectli
link, and finally to place between the
two ,-orps a fore» equivalent to tv

army corps.
Between October .''.o ;ind November

Ypies was several times iri danger. Tl
British !"st Zandvorde, Gheluvelt, lie
sir». u,il V\ y .h" e The front of tl
Allies, thus contracted» was all tl
more difficult to defend: but defend«
it was without a recoil. The arrival
three French divisions in our line e

allied n to r« 'i-in from the 4th to tl
Bth i. vigorous offensive, tin the 101
and the 11th this offensive, brought i

against fresh air.I sharper German a

tack . was checked. Before it cou
he renewed the arrival of fresh reii
forcement« had to be awaited, whU
were diepatched to the north on N<
11" h By the Nth our troo|
had again begun to progress, barrw
th" road to Ypi .¦ run * the I,
attacks, and inflicting on the
who advanced in mas,id formstio
!" íes which '.ere especially terrible
consequence of the fact that the Prenc
and British artillery had erowded nee
h three hundred guns, on to th«
kilomètre, of front.
Thus the mam mass of 'lie Germai

sustained the -ame defeat as the <b
taehmenti operating further te tir
noith along the coast. The suppoi
which, according to the idea of the Gei
man General Staff, the attack on Y¡in
W i ' ii n rile: ' i the on

that attack itself ha
been.
During tiie «econd half of Xorembt'

the enemy, exhausted and having lo¬
in the brittle of Ypras slon« moi
150,1 no men, did not a'tempt t,, re ¦
his effort, hut confined himself to a
intermit'in* cannonade, We. on th

¦.- achie\ l appreciable progre
to the north and south of Ypres, an
insured definitively by ,i powerful d*

tion of tin posit ion. th
inviolabilitj "f our front.

Til compiler of 'he report here
adds ti footnote itating that over
40.00T German corpse were found
on 'he battle.le'.d during tl
tin, of battle. The report

,-¦ t proceeds t" summarise tin
.'!.d '"-r.i

see t he battle of Flnndei
thai is during th" period Novem-
bei 50-Februar* I. I' lava that

tin- former date the Prench
supreme ei mme ;,i had no' thought
it advisable to cpiiinrK upon

portant offensi. e opera! on It
has confined itself to local at¬
tacks, the main object of a
we to hold m Iront "t us as large
1. l. -/.'eel of German C'irp, »< pOS-
sible and thus to hurler the with¬
drawal of trie trOOpa \C'I nil. to OUI'

knowledge, the German General
Staff was anxious tn dispatch to

Russia A- a matter of fact, the
numbers transported to th" es t
ern front have been erv moderate,
Of the fift« '>«" im> corps

faced us or: the western front. Gei
to take only ''oui

¡i-i.i ,rp; t'ri the easten
the other hand rlimati«

tions the rain, mud and mist
were ich as t II eel h t

:' uffei e opei al on ei d to ad'
-,, th« eo ',. of a. i indertaken
which -¦,' another reason for post
p mini: them.

Still another rea on Mes n the fact
that f "t'i non on the allied for.
count upon a steadily expanding
rrov. -,'i. equally in point of numbei

,1 ii". ts as of material, while the
German furies have attained the ma».i

mum of their power end can only
diminish on both in numbers and ir
value. These 'onditiom explain th<
character of the sieg.» warfare whiek
the operations have assumed during
the perinrl iny'cr review.

Meanwhile, it is by no means theeaal
that the siege warfare has had thf
same results for the Germans as foi
n I rom November la to Feh'
our opponents, in spite of very numer¬

ous attack«, did not succeed in takinc
anything from us, except a few hun¬
dred metres of ground to the north ol
Sor- o- \\r. on the contrary, havi
obtained numerous and ¡«preciable re

suit-.
The French writer here pro¬

ceed- to Mke a balance of gains
and losses between the allied and
i hi German tere" in I- ranee

th« winter campaign The re-

»ull lie sum- up sa follows: I, A
genera! progress "f our troops. \ er v

marked St certain points. 2. A gen
falling bsck of the enemy, ex¬

cept to the northeast if SotSSOOS.)
To empiète the balance it must be

added that:
1. G Sil offensive in Poland

was checked a month ago.
2, The K-. offi naive continues in

rind the Carpathians.
\ large part of the Turkish Cau-

c siun arn n b« en ann lated.
«. i,¦ - hauated lier re-

rere B 8 SOS B

an average twelve officers to a regi-
henceforth will only

to d< elop 1 'i louicea in n en to the
ent of th.it injt units,
io- allied armie mi the contrary,
¦ n, pi'-', er of rerr: foi eins,

ery '-"t-, liderab
It r re be declared that in

to obtain complete uceei
sufficient for Fr

it, and to prepare vie-

The German offensive is broken. The
... man def« .¦ will be broker,
turn.

!t is evident from the report
that the nnmbered German army
corf' aie Prussian corps, uni
otherv. i- pec

PART r.
CHAPTER I.

FRENCH \ :M'. tS IT IS.
Part If dealt exhaustively >¦.> h 'he

condition of '¦¦>¦ army
monti of pot the Higher com¬
mand, ')¦.' ' non¬
commissioned '¦" K I of intini-

f [| '. ml .1 >!''. ti C

i.,r' nur! diary it r icos.
/'¦, ,.,,»» ', r of '/'" ropart, i

I ...- -i/ i, ttate»
thai the condition .<: .¦¦. French

'i,nl appreciably
¦j of tha war from the thrcs

German Losses at Battle of
Y.ser Put at 150.000.
Younger Officers Replace
Older in Joffrc's Army.

¡minia of 11, a- ¡¡i numbers, quality
'nul equtpmt nt,

l«i i'«« higher command important
changes have hem atado. It has, m

fact, boon rejuvenated by the promo-
Ion of youi common era ". proved
«luulity to higa rank. All the old gen-
rai.» who at t ht* beginning of Au^uat

¦..¦I«» at the !:«¦.;«! 01 i.u." COflB
l,a\«r been gradually «-i.mi,nil« «1. solii"

as the result of the physical «train »>f
war ami others by appointments to
territorial commands. ih.< reju«
tlon «n the higher ranks of the army
has been carried <>ut in a farreaehing

i. and It may be said tn.it it has
mbraced the gradea of the military

hierarchy fram commandera of brf«
gades to e immandei of armies.

'1 he leimt haa been to lower tlie
avorag« age «.f general officers by ten
yeai i. To-day mon than three-fourths
of the officer« commanding aim.« ,i.,i

arm) corps are lees than i
of age. Some are considerably younger.
A number of the army corps command«
eis are from forty-six to fifty-four
yearn of a««, and the brigade íom-
mander*» are usual.) under fifty. There
are, m fact, at the fron, extremely fl *

;-. neral officers over sixty years, and
are men who are in fuil posses¬

sion of their physical and intellectual
powers.
This rejuvenation of the high com¬

mand was facilitated by a number of
circumstances, notable among winch
were th« strengthening ot ihe h gher
ngimeiitai ranKs carried out «luring the
three years preceding the war, sa s
r-Rult of which at the outset of the

«.ainpuign each infantry regiment had
two lieutenant eolonola and each cav¬

alry nn«l artillery regiment a eolonel
and a lieutenant colon«.., and aleo the
s-, tem ot pi.«mot ion for the duration
oi tii«. war. Ma i y officera who began
the war a a ,«-. i non ¦'. ari«
gades. .Some are even at the head of
: :is or army corps. Ability provi d
«m the field of battle is now Imme-

recognized and utilized, and in

'in.« way it bus been possible to pro¬
vide m the most favorable manner ¡or

'li.- vacancies ereated by the changes
m command which were considered

arj i. the first weeks of th,- war.
The higher grades of the I- »_¦

army are inspired by a remarks
unity m Ou- mailer of military tl
and by a solidarity of spirit which
ha.« found striking expression in the
course of ti." numerous moves of army
i-.- from oi;«. part of th«. I heal
«.. erations to another, winch have been

l out s.nce tin- beginning of the

l.«H!«er, Xrnong Od'nerv

The cavalry, after lis months '¦:' war,
,
... Of

There are on an average thirty-sis
officers t«i a regiment, instead of the

thirty-one considered t«> be tue

minimum, the art
ilfered relatively little, lias al-<>
.-es.s of officers, an.i i« further

able to count upon .. large number
of captains aid other officers who be¬
fore the war were emploi
ai -.-nais or in technical re

Finally, the reserve artillery ol
nearly all proved to be excellent

attery commanders.
The losses m the junior commis«

stoned ranks have, naturally, been

highest in the infantry. There is,
however, nothing like a want of offi-
,.i in this arm. Many captains and
lieutenants who 'nave been wound

m fire auch wound
...... ght and quiekly healed)

been sole « return «peedil; to
ont.

The n lerve officers have
done remarkably welli and in many
«. .«. have shown «p-iiT«- e\«.«-puonal
aptitude for the rank com¬
manders. Th« non-commissioned otti-
(.-.. promoted to sub-lieutenants make
ei eilen! eel raders, and even

show themselves very clever and ener¬

getic companj commanders in thefield.
it must be remembered also thnt,

thanks to the intellectual and oh> ical
development of the generation now

ig with the color-,, and thanks,
all, to the warlike qualities of

he see and the dem -it of
our army, een able ro draw
upon the lower grades Bnd even upon
the rank and file for officers. Many
men the v ar on August 2
a» private now wear the offlcer'i
epaulets, lh-' elasticity of our reg¬

ulations regarding promotion in w-ar

time, the absence of the spun ofca te
an«! the friendly weicmi1 extended by
all officers to those of their military
inferiors who have shown iiml.-r fire

is to command haï e ei

The state of our infantry eadi
Januar) 16 a as verj ai «1
much superior 'o that of th.» German
infantry. On an average, each of OUI

legimenta has forty-eight officers, in-
cluding eighteen regular oilicers, fif-

' cers and fifteen nun*

comm oned officers. In each regi¬

ment s,\ of tnra twelve companies are

landed bj captains who are regu¬
lar oilicers. three by captain* of the
reserve and three by lieutenants. Each
company has ,,. east three oil
The -täte of the army as regarda 'he

ed ranks from the highest
to the lowest in exceptionally brilliant.
The army is led by young well trained

daring chiefs, and the lower com-
roil ranks have acquired the art

of war by experience.
The writer pays b warm tribut«

to the work of the staffs of the
armies and of the ai my corns,

which .«-ere formed three .\ears ago
and have thrown themselves into
their work in entire agreement
both of views and methods.)
Including all ranks, France now hri4

more than 2,600,000 "»en at the front,
an«! every unit is, or was on January
16, nt war strength. The Infantry com¬
panies are a* least 200 -:r-«'ig. In many

I ha»e i.

itrength of 260 or more.

In the other aims, which have
fared loss 'n.n. «he infantry, the unit-

ill up to, or above, regulation
I. ..

Maintenance «f the Strength of the
\rmy.

T- fed one of ' II--

importan! sdvantagea of the
army over the Germans, While G r

na-, ereated ¦» great number of
new units, army corpa or di'
which absorbed at a blow ali of her

ibis resource
French supreme comman«! haï
d the formation ot new u: It

I in limited number, and has only
a'lmitted exceptions to this rule when
It waa ahle to count with certainty on

able to provide amply for both
the present and future requirements of
the new units as regarda all
without encroaching upon the resorvea
needed for the existing units.

V «he same time, thanks to the
depots m the interior of the country,
the effectives at the front have b« .-n

maintained at full strength. The
lourcea f lupply Tor *h:s purpose wen
the remainder ot the si vea »

of the reserve, the yourr*--r
of the territorial army a

of 1014 A large number of tie
men wounded n the earlier engage¬

ai the war h;.v«» boon ab a '0

return to the fro-.t. The) have been
incorporated ,r pro

I m with a -a icful st.-'
I war-tried men.
With regard to the supplies of men

upon which the army can draw
sir the wa tage at the front, we leain
at there aie practically half as many

men in the depots ss at the front, in
o h< r word«, about 1,250,000. K>«r
supplies of men are provided by the
class of 1915 and the revision of the
v irioUS categories of men of B
ago previously exempted on grounds of
li-alth or for other reason i from th»'
d Ity of bearing arms A >i reenlt of
this measure nearly half a million me i

h ive been claimed for the army, almost
all of whom after rigorous physical
testl have h»en declared lit far military
service

In the depot« in which the new «

dien are heuig triune the aervires of

many officers and *»on commissioned of-
as convalescents aft*ff

give a pi .' . urn to i nsti
'I here are .oluritaty

.,
¦

men the army csn count upon
foreem« table, which
will considerably augm
power.

I., mm .. of th* troops ha« in-

t.ning
m the war. The .. en i,

«eiiiii,«"'! "ii nsge I. column .»

imM Forthcoming Art Events
^

oí Extraordinary importance
Under the Management of

The American Art Association
Proprietors of the American Art Galleries

MADISON SQUARE SOUTH

ON FRRli VIEW BI.m.NNIVi V\ EDNESDA\ OF THIS ¦* I
MAkCH.3IST,AMJC0NTI.\LiN«iL«N'!llarHliI)ATi:o»SALt

The

Art and Literary Treasures
Collected by the late

General Brayton Ives |
Constituting I

Masterpieces of Engraving and Etching
of Superlative Rarity

Books and Manuscripts l

of the Highest Standard of Beauty and Quality

Beaut.fulOldChinese Porcelains
Superb Gold and Enamel Snufr Boxes,

Mostly from the Famoui Garland Collection.

Collection of Eighteenth Century Fans.

Imperial Polonais, Ispahan,
Ghiordez and Chinese Rugs

of (ireat Rarity and Beauty
Beautiful Jardiniere Velvets ar.d Other Textiles

Early English and French Furniture
And other objects

of more than ordinary artistic i.nportr.nce
ALL OF WHICH WILL BF. SOLD
AT UNRESTRICTED PUBLIC SALE

THE BOOKS:.On the Evenl-.gs of April 6th, 7th, 8th
and 9th at 8:15 o'clock, and Afternoons of April
7th and 8th at 2:30 o'clock.

THE ART OBJECTS:.On the Afternoons of April 8th, 9th
and 10th at 2:30 o'clock.

THE ENGRAVINGS AND ETCHINGS:.On the Afternoons
of April 12th, 13th & 14th at 2:30 o'clock and

Evenings of April 12th & 13th at «3:15 o'clock.
* i'r I ! X.E CAT \L IG1 to ISO cop

on receipt of I rhe ordiree
puts): IÎ' >(>KS AM» WANI
lVi.v AND ETCHINGS, M.25; AI I* OBJECTS, RUGS, IARDI
\ i.l.vi rs AND URNI rURE, *S Ce

-ALSO--

The Most Important Painting Sale
Since the dispersal of the Famous Yerkes and

Borden Collections
On the Evenings of

April 21st, 22nd and 23rd
WILL BE SOLD AT UNRESTRICTED PUBLIC SALE

In the Grand Hall Room of The Pla/a
The Extensive and Very Notable

Collection of

Highly Valuable Paints.-gs
By the Great Masters

Of the Early English, French, Flemish,
Dutch, Italian and Spanish Schools

FROM THE WIDF.l.Y KMOWN

BLAKESLEE (M1XER1ES
Which on Application of the Columbia Taut Company and Mrs.

Theron J. Bl..k«-»lee, Administrator« of the Late Th-ion
J. Blakedee, Surrogate Cohalan Ha» Ordered

a Public S ile to he Made.

ON FREE VIEW BEGINNING THURSDAY, APRIL 15TH
Catalogue Written and Attribution» Verified by the Recognized Art

Authoritie», William Robert» of London and Dr.
0»vald Siren of Stockholm.

»ELY ILLI .. . D EDITION
WILL BE MAILED ON RECEIPT

NOTICE
The Library of Books relating to thr Fine Arts

and *ium*Tout priced catalogu » f Imporiarat .'ub I« »tea o- *ie ' b Ar Bights te
Will be sold on the Afternoon of April 23d, at 2:30 o'clock,

AT THE AMERICAN ART GALLERIES
Itir tmkt* *HI t* emmmmt ii-,i >,,

MR. THOMAS E. KIRBY
,| In. IMhllrt, Mr <. II.- ..i. .f ,., "'*"**.

¦%m$ AMERICAN ART ASSOCIATION, Manager, , ¡\ï\


